Selectboard Minutes
December 9, 2024

Selectboard Present: Jessica Pollack (chair), Greg Meulemans and Kate Ullman
Public Present: Paul Fraser
Jessica called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. Late additions

A. Next meeting

B. Budget meeting update

C. Grants

D. Update on sidewalks/roads

2. Minutes
Jessica made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 25th meeting, seconded by
Kate. All in favor.

3. FEMA Update

We had a transition meeting to close out the December 2023 storm. FEMA has completed their
part and now it is in the states hand. Meri has been helping pull all the FEMA documents. We
are still waiting for an update on the Ball Mountain Brook Debris Project.

4. School Closure Vote

There are 4 articles. It anticipates a vote on Tuesday, January 14th and a Special Information
meeting the week before. The 4 articles are as follows:

1-To ask the voters to give authority to the Board of the West River Modified Union Education
District to close the Jamaica Village School.

2-To ask the voters if they will approve the purchase of Jamaica Village School from the district
3- To ask the voters to withdraw from the West River Modified Union Education District.

4-To ask the voters to amend the articles of agreement to allow for school choice outside the
district.

Greg asked about the “school district”. It was taken from old language that included all of the
voting members of the school district not just the town of Jamaica.

Jessica will have council check the wording in the Warning and recirculate the articles.

5. Review errors and omissions



The first 3 parcels are owned by family members. It was separated this year and there were
errors. One house needed to be given its own parcel but had not been.

The other one is owned by Vermont Land Trust, the house was taxed separately. The Land
Trust was taxed ($21) but they are tax exempt.

Jessica made a motion to approve the errors and omissions certificate as provided to the board,
seconded by Kate. All in favor.

6.Arts Council

Andrew Ghosh represented the Arts Council. They are looking for people to join in their efforts.
They would like to renew the contract that they had with the town.

They would like to discuss the topic of insurance. Other towns do not require people to get their
own insurance. They would like to explore the town covering the insurance.

We will speak to VLCT (our insurance provider) and find out why we have it set up this week.

1A. Next Meeting
Jessica made a motion to cancel the Selectboard Meeting on December 23rd, seconded by Greg.
Sara said she wants to still send bills that week, they will be circulated. All in favor.

1B. Budget Meetings

Jessica made a motion to schedule the first budget meeting for Tuesday, December 17th at 5:00
p-m. Seconded by Greg, all in favor.

Jessica made a motion for the second budget session on Tuesday, January 9th at 5:00 p.m.

1C. Highway Grants

We have received a Better Back Roads grants to update our roads inventory.

There are two other grants. One is a municipal highway grant that they are looking for things
that are not going to be covered by FEMA. They are looking at the culvert on Goodaleville Rd.
They need a box culvert so they will apply for a structures grant in the spring. There is also
streambank deterioration on Goodaleville Rd.

One grant is $40,000 with the town being responsible for $10,000. The due date is December
27th. Greg would like to submit it in the spring after the budget is done.

1D. Sidewalks and Roads update

The sidewalk snow blower is doing a good job. Dennis got hurt on the machine but other than
that it has been working well.

We do have a new truck arriving before Christmas. The other one is being traded in and it needs
a new chain on the sander. We have 3 plows but are down to 2 sanders. The sanding may not be
as quick the next few days.



Time sheets
Jessica made a motion to approve the time sheets, seconded by Kate. All in favor.

Pay Orders
Jessica made a motion to approve the pay orders, seconded by Kate. All favor.

Public Concerns:
No public concerns

Jessica made a motion to adjourn at 7:41 p.m. Seconded by Kate.

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Wiswall



