Selectboard Meeting
September 23, 2024

Selectboard Present: Jessica Pollack (chair), Andy Coyne (vice-chair), Greg Meulemans

Public Present: Paul Fraser, Diana DeMarsico, Karen Ameden, Peter Golrick, Jeanne Golrick,
Thomas Mactreanor, Kevin Rusch and Jason Rickles

Jessica called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
1.There were no late additions to the agenda.

2. Jessica made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 9th meeting,
seconded by Greg. All in favor.

3. FEMA update:

Ball Mountain Brook Debris removal is moving along. The work is being done by Hunter
Excavating. The water table has been low so there is no concern there. Everything is
going well. The material coming out is good and being used on town roads. They are
hoping to find a place to stockpile the material because it is coming out quicker than it is
being used.

Diana Dimarsico asked what the plan was for putting material on West Hill. Some work
was done above her house. Right now, they are just resurfacing stuff which will not
elevate it a lot.

We are still waiting to hear when FEMA will be funded again.

Greg has slotted in with Sara and Meri to be points of contact for FEMA.

4. Greg has been available to step into Mike Tuller’s role. The vote will be deferred until the
next meeting because Greg could not vote and only two other board members are

present. We will also be posting the Town Administrator job once the description is
redone.

5. This is a grant that is administered by the USDA. We put out an RFP and an engineer
was retained as part of the grant. We opened the bids earlier today along with the
engineer to make sure they all match the scope of work. We are not able to act on them,
it needs to go back to NRCS (a part of USDA) for approval. The town is the administrator
for the grant, the money will come to the town and the town is required to oversee the
project.



6. Upcoming presentation at the Jamaica Village School on Thursday, September 26th at
7:00 p.m. If the school board votes to close Jamaica school, the town would have to vote
on whether they would buy the school back for a dollar. The school board is going to ask
that we vote to close the school.

7. JAMBA- Jamaica Area Mountain Bike Association

Jason Rickles is the chairperson of JAMBA. The bike skills loop at Jamaica Village School is for
everyone. They have a land access permit from the supervisory union. Jason described the skills
loop and said they have about 75% funded. They are fundraising and taking donations. Liability
is waived because of the land access agreement.

They have also initiated a growing network of trails at the Ball Mountain Dam.

Karen Ameden said they are seeing more enthusiasm from the town. People are starting

to use the trails and are getting excited about it.

8. There used to be heat in the history museum (the old bank building). The tank had a leak
about three years ago and there has not been heat since. They would like to have heat again.
Karen would like to put an oil tank in so they can have heat again. Heat pumps were discussed
and a grant Mike had been looking into. Andy thinks we need to rethink getting rid of oil and
replacing it with heat pumps. He thinks we should review the options. They are always
looking for more people to be a part of the historical foundation. They are open Tuesday

and Saturday. They are looking for someone with computer skills to help with the

website.

9. Jessica made a motion to approve the times sheets, seconded by Greg. All in favor.
10. Jessica made a motion to approve the pay orders, seconded by Andy. All in favor.

11. Public Concerns:

Diana asked if Mike Tuller is no longer working for the town? He has left the town and
Greg is picking up the pieces. Diana had been working on some things with Mike. The
box culvert and blasting on her road were the two things. We will see where he was and
Greg will be in contact with her.

Andy had an email from our Sheriff, Mark Anderson. It is addressed to Londonderry,
Jamaica and Townshend. It proposes a joint effort for the three towns, the sheriff said the
three towns would like to work together. Andy has spoken with the other towns and they
are interested.

West Hill Road resurfacing will go up to Mountain Acres.

Peter Golrick asked about his public records request. Jessica is working on it.



Town Hall- Karen would like to discuss the insurance that is required.
Karen and Pat Meulemans met with Meg Campbell about the Town Hall. There are
things that need to be done. There will be an event for Halloween and again for

Christmas. The trees are getting really big around the town hall.

Karen would like to ask Austin Meeks to cut back some trees and such which would be
beyond the regular spring/fall clean up.

Tomorrow night and Thursday night there are meetings for housing at Floodbrook
school. The public meetings are at night.

Town Plan- There is a link to the survey on the website. It is a survey for any property
owners or residents. The survey needs to be completed by September 27th, the meeting
is October 1st at the town office.

Rawsonville school meeting on Sunday at noon.

Route 30 Collection is a group that is meeting at 5:30 p.m. on October 2nd at the Retreat Farm
in Brattleboro.

Jessica made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. seconded by Greg.

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Wiswall



